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Two weekends of commencement ceremonies add
more than 1,500 new alumni and recognize honorees
By Larry Kidder

T

housands of family and friends
were on hand to celebrate 1,506
of Loma Linda University’s
newest alumni receiving their diplomas
and certificates for 1,528 degrees programs. The graduates represented 78
countries, including the United States.
Commencement ceremonies for the
University’s eight schools were held on
the Sundays of May 29 and June 12.
LLU School of Medicine, the University’s second oldest school, led off the
commencement season on May 29, graduating 168 with their MD degrees (these
statistics are based on the printed graduation program). The school also granted
25 degrees in basic sciences, ranging from
bachelor’s to PhD.
LLU School of Pharmacy, the newest
school, followed with 77 receiving their
PharmD degrees.
LLU School of Dentistry rounded
out the first day of ceremonies, graduating 190 individuals with degrees ranging
from associate’s and bachelor’s to DDS
and post-graduate specialties.
The first three commencements were
held on the lawn between the School of
Dentistry’s Prince Hall and Loma Linda
University Church. A system of awnings,
donated some years ago by immediate
past School of Medicine Dean Brian
Bull, MD, provided family, friends, and
participants with shade.
For the second week, ceremonies for
the remaining schools were held at Loma
Linda University Drayson Center’s
Opsahl Gymnasium on Sunday, June 12.
LLU School of Allied Health Professions, largest of the University’s eight
schools, began the day with back-toback ceremonies. The school graduated
175 with professional certificates and
336 degrees ranging from bachelor’s to
post-graduate.
Three commencement ceremonies in
the afternoon began with LLU School
of Public Health, which granted 142
degrees ranging from MBA and MPH
to DrPH and PhD.
LLU School of Behavioral Health
and School of Religion followed, with
the latter graduating 15 with MS and
MA degrees. The School of Behavioral
Health bestowed 139 degrees ranging
from MSW and MS degrees to DMFT,
PsyD, and PhD.
LLU School of Nursing, the first
school established at Loma Linda, finished out the commencement season,
conferring 216 degrees ranging from BS
and MS to DNP and PhD.
Additional graduates in off-campus
degree programs also received diplomas
in various ceremonies. Some of them
were able to travel to the Loma Linda
campus to march.

The second weekend of commencements Sunday, June 12, took place in Loma Linda University Drayson Center’s Opsahl Gymnasium. Family and friends packed the transformed gym for the second of two School of Allied
Health Professions ceremonies, which began at 10:30 a.m.—one of five ceremonies that day.

For information on commencement
speakers, please see the May 2016 Today
story, titled “Loma Linda University
Health prepares for commencements.”
For more commencement weekend
photos, see pages 4 and 5 or visit news.
llu.edu.
Commencement 2016 honorees
A number of individuals were
honored by Loma Linda University
Health as well as by individuals schools.
Lowell Cooper, MDiv, MPH, chair
of the Loma Linda University Health
Board of Trustees, was honored with the
Lifetime Service Award.
In 2011, he was granted the honorary Doctor of Humane Letters by Loma
Linda University and is an alumnus of
LLU School of Public Health.
Cooper received his award during the

School of Medicine commencement.
He currently serves as special assistant
to the president of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, located
in Silver Spring, Maryland.
Brian Bull, MD, professor of pathology and human anatomy, LLU School
of Medicine, received the Distinguished Investigator Award during the
school’s commencement on May 29.
A graduate of the College of Medical
Evangelists—which became Loma
Linda University—in 1961, Bull went
on to distinguish himself as a professor,
researcher, inventor, and administrator.
As a researcher and inventor, Bull has
been awarded 13 patents for groundbreaking advancements that have
influenced the practice of medicine today.
As an administrator, he has served
as chair of the department of pathology

Lowell Cooper, right, is congratulated by Roger Hadley, left, and
Richard Hart, center, upon receiving the Lifetime Service Award.

Hart, left, congratulates Brian Bull
as one of two recipients of the Distinguished Investigator Award.

and human anatomy (1973-1994 and
1995-2014), associate dean of the School
of Medicine (1993-1994), and dean of
the school (1994-2002).
As an author, he has been published
in more than 250 peer-reviewed scientific journals, editorial commentaries,
monographs, and book chapters in the
areas of hematopathology, mathematics, and blood analysis instrumentation.
Two frequently cited writings of his are
currently deemed “citation classics.”
Gordon Power, MD, professor of
basic sciences as well as obstetrics and
gynecology, LLU School of Medicine,
was also granted the Distinguished
Investigator Award during the school’s
commencement ceremony.
In 1969, Power joined Larry Longo,
MD, as a founding member of the LLU
Continued on page 2

Gordon Power, right, is congratulated by Hadley, left, and Hart,
center, upon receiving the Distinguished Investigator Award.
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Two weekends of commencement ceremonies add nearly
1,500 new alumni and recognize honorees …
Center for Perinatal Biology, which has
been named a center for excellence and
funded for many years by the National
Institutes of Health.
Power enjoys a global reputation,
has been extensively published, and has
presented his research findings at international conferences. As a professor, he
has taught more than 4,000 medical students and mentored approximately 40
residents and postdoctoral fellows.
Ann and Hervey Gimbel have dedicated their lives to sharing the message
of disease prevention and healthful
living. In recognition of their efforts,
they were presented with the Global
Service Award during the LLU School
of Public Health commencement ceremony on Sunday, June 12.
Ann Matterand Gimbel, MPH,
wanted to serve as a missionary nurse
to China since a young age. While
attending Walla Walla University, in
College Place, Washington, she met
senior pre-medicine student Hervey
Gimbel. The two married in 1951
while he was attending the College of
Medical Evangelists.
After raising a family, the Gimbels
came to Loma Linda University, where
he joined the LLU School of Medicine
faculty. Hervey Gimbel, MD, MPH,
became board-certified in preventive
medicine. Ann Gimbel added an MPH
to her nursing degree, and then accepted
a job as a nurse clinician in the preventive medicine department at Kaiser
Permanente.
While at LLU, the Gimbels were
introduced to Ben Tian, MD, from the
Chinese Ministry of Health. Tian visited
the Gimbel home and, after returning to
China, invited Ann Gimbel and several
others to travel to his country to conduct
health education workshops.
Since speaking at the annual meetings of the Chinese Association of
Smoking and Health, Hervey Gimbel
has repeatedly been invited to return to
China to visit educational and medical
institutions to train trainers for smoking
cessation and other health issues.
In one medical university, smoking
among male medical students was
reduced from 30 to 5 percent.
Donald Pursley, DBA, MS, first
joined Loma Linda University Health
in 1990 as the organization’s vice
president for finance. During the LLU
School of Public Health commencement ceremony, he received the Global
Service Award in recognition of his
14 years of service to this organization, as well as continued support of

global organizations such as Adventist
Health International.
Pursley spent much of his early career
in the United States Air Force—23 years
to be exact—as an aircraft pilot and as a
member of the U.S. Air Force Academy.
He was a colonel when he retired.
While at Loma Linda University
Health, he also served on the faculty as
an associate professor of health administration in the School of Public Health.
Since retiring from Loma Linda University Health, Pursley continues to
chair the boards of trustees for Antillean Adventist Hospital in Curacao,
Davis Memorial Hospital in Guyana,
The Community Hospital in Trinidad,
and Adventist Health International, an
organization centered at Loma Linda
University Health that helps mission
hospitals develop fiscal and operational
self-sufficiency.
Richard Hart, MD, DrPH, president of Loma Linda University Health,
was granted the Community Engagement Award during the LLU School of
Public Health commencement. Hart is
an alumnus of LLU School of Medicine.
Hart has served the organization as
a member of the faculty for both the
School of Public Health and School of
Medicine. For a number of years, he led
as dean of the School of Public Health
before accepting the role of chancellor of
Loma Linda University.
When Lyn Behrens, MBBS, retired
as president of Loma Linda University
Adventist Health Sciences Center—
now Loma Linda University Health,
Hart was appointed to that position,
where he continues.
Hart’s leadership has not only
impacted the organization’s global outreach efforts but the local community
as well. Organizations where he has
served a pivotal role in their creation and
development include the Social Action
Community Health System, Adventist
Health International, and the Students
for International Mission Service.
Hart has also led—and continues to
lead—in the planning and construction
of major campus additions.
Joseph Verner Reed Jr., former U.S.
ambassador and United Nations diplomat, received the Distinguished Service
Award during the LLU School of Medicine commencement.
Ambassador Reed was unable to
attend the service, due to health issues,
and spoke to the audience from his
home in Greenwich, Connecticut, via a
taped video message.
A graduate of Yale University, Reed
served as vice president and assistant

chair of The Chase Manhattan Bank
under David Rockefeller from 1963
to 1981. President Ronald Reagan
appointed Reed as U.S. ambassador to
the Kingdom of Morocco in 1981.
In 1985, President Reagan appointed
Reed to represent the U.S. at the Economic and Social Council of the United
Nations. In 1987, Reed became U.N.
under-secretary general for political and
General Assembly affairs. In 1989, President George H. W. Bush asked him to
serve as White House chief of protocol.
In 1992, then U.N. secretary-general
Boutros Boutros-Ghali appointed Reed
under-secretary-general as special representative for public affairs. Kofi A.
Annan reappointed Reed when he took
office and added the responsibilities
of president of the Staff-Management
Coordination Committee, the highest
internal body of the world organization,
where Reed remained until his retirement in 2004.
Lamont Murdoch, MD, has spent
much of his medical career at Loma
Linda University teaching medical
students—a major passion of his. For
his service to the organization, he was
awarded Alumnus of the Year for 2016
during the LLU School of Medicine
commencement.
Following his graduation from the
School of Medicine in 1963, Murdoch
spent a residency year at White Memorial Medical Center before returning to
Loma Linda University Medical Center
to become one of the first of two residents
in the new internal medicine program,
as well as the first chief resident in the
newly opened clover-leaf towers of the
Medical Center.
He returned from an 18-month fellowship in endocrinology at Baltimore’s
Johns Hopkins Hospital to join the
LLU School of Medicine’s division of
endocrinology. Having studied in-depth
a number of genetic disorders in Baltimore, he continued his research and
publication of findings at Loma Linda.
For more than four decades, Murdoch
served as faculty and mentor to hundreds of medical students and residents.
In addition, he coordinated internal
medicine clerkships at Western University of Health Sciences in Pomona and
the University of California in Riverside.
William “Billy” Hughes, PhD,
immediate past dean of the LLU School
of Pharmacy, received the Distinguished
University Service Award during that
school’s commencement.
In addition to his administrative
skills, Hughes was integral to the introduction of innovative technologies on the

Anne, center, and Hervey Gimbel,
right, are congratulated by Hart,
left, upon receiving the Global
Service Award.

Donald Pursley, right, retired CFO
of Loma Linda University Health, is
congratulated by Hart upon receiving the Global Service Award.

Richard Hart, left, listens while LLU
Provost Ronald Carter reads the
citation granting him the Community Engagement Award.

Continued from page 1

Loma Linda University campus, including smart classrooms and telehealth.
Through his efforts, Loma Linda
University was able to link in real-time
to other sites, providing an opportunity
for experts on campus to share their
knowledge and skills with colleagues
and students at remote locations.
Hughes has also played important
roles in the accreditation process for
Loma Linda University, serving on
numerous committees.
Under his leadership, the School of
Pharmacy grew from 34 to 598 alumni,
from 209 to 331 student pharmacists,
and from 2 to 17 pharmacy residents.
Mark Hubbard, senior vice president for risk management and human
resource management, Loma Linda
University Health, received the Distinguished University Service Award
during the LLU School of Dentistry
commencement on May 29.
For more than a quarter of a century,
Hubbard has served Loma Linda University Health as a corporate officer,
overseeing a number of organizational
functions including risk management,
payroll, employee and student assistance
programs, and human resources.
Hubbard is founding president and
CEO of The University Insurance
Company of Vermont, Loma Linda University Health’s self-funded mechanism
for employee health insurance.
Leadership in organizations outside
Loma Linda has also been important
to Hubbard. He is a member and past
president of the Southern California Association of Healthcare Risk
Managers. He has served on boards
for Medmarc Insurance Group, Automated Health System Laundry, and
EPIC Health Plan. In the local community, he has been a member of
the board for Redlands Adventist
Academy, Loma Linda Children’s
Center, and East Valley United Way.
Recently, he was invited to serve on the
board of the Redlands Symphony.
William Johnsson, PhD, MA, past
executive publisher of Adventist Review,
was granted the Doctor of Humane
Letters during the LLU School of
Behavioral Health and School of Religion commencement.
Johnsson began his career in the field
of chemistry, later enrolling at Avondale College, located in Cooranbong,
New South Wales, Australia, to study
theology. Following his graduation, he
accepted a position as Bible teacher and
dean of boys at Spicer University, located
in Pune, India, where he spent 15 years.
After earning his doctorate in biblical studies from Vanderbilt University,
Johnsson was appointed professor of
New Testament studies and dean of the
Continued next page

Former U.S. Ambassador Reed,
unable to attend the commencement in person, recorded an acceptance message with Hart.
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Loma Linda University and Siemens’ PETNET Solutions, Inc.
announce PET production and research facility
By Susan Onuma

L

oma Linda University and
Siemens’ PETNET Solutions, Inc.
completed and made operational a
state-of-the-art positron emission tomography (PET) production and research
facility to advance molecular imaging.
Molecular imaging is “the visualization, characterization, and measurement
of biological processes at the molecular
and cellular levels in humans and other
living systems.”
The facility is located on the Loma
Linda University Health campus and
includes a dedicated, fully equipped
research radiochemistry lab operated
by Loma Linda University, as well as a
radiopharmacy and commercial production facility operated by Siemens’
PETNET Solutions.
The center has two cyclotrons—one
dedicated to research production and
the other to commercial operation—
each capable of supporting the other for
backup to ensure the highest reliability.
“With this investment, in addition
to the existing pre-clinical imaging
lab, Loma Linda University Center for
Imaging Research has exponentially

advanced its research capabilities and
potential to advance molecular imaging,”
Roger Hadley, MD, dean of Loma Linda
University School of Medicine, said. “In
April, we completed the build-out of our
radiochemistry lab with cutting-edge
technology and equipment. This offers
significant testament to the commitment
that Loma Linda University Health has
for advanced cancer research.”

“We will be ready for human subject
research soon,” Hadley continued.
The opening of this center lays the
groundwork for expanding new biomedical and molecular imaging research,
enabling further exploration in personalized medicine.
Radiochemistry, the chemistry of
radioactive materials, incorporates
radioactive isotopes into molecules.

The “hot cell” shown above allows the remote manipulation of radioactive
materials by researchers. Since these materials decay quickly, researchers must work rapidly.

Two weekends of commencement ceremonies add nearly
1,500 new alumni and recognize honorees …

The addition of radioactivity provides
the mechanism to image the molecules
for pre-clinical development work and
in the human body, and for the properties and chemical reactions of the
molecules to be studied.
Due to the short half-life of the isotopes, it is critical that the radiopharmacy
and radiochemistry labs are located next
to the cyclotron, which produces the isotopes that are then chemically bound to
molecules in the labs.
The new Loma Linda University
Center for Imaging Research radiochemistry lab offers state-of-the-art
equipment for this purpose, including
a synthesis lab with hot cells to protect
operators while working with the isotopes, a quality control unit to ensure
the products are of suitable quality and
pure, a clean room hot cell for sterile
manufacturing, and various automated
synthesis platforms to manufacture a
range of products.
These platforms include a dedicated
C-11 acetate module, a C-11 multiproduct module, a Flourine-18 module, and
an O-15 water module.
The LLU radiochemistry lab
Continued on page 6

William Hughes receives the Distinguished University Service Award
from Hart during the LLU School of
Pharmacy ceremony.

of assistant to the president for interfaith
relations under Jan Paulsen. He currently resides in Loma Linda, California.
Steve and Cathy Kienle, owners
of Walter’s Automotive Group, headquartered in Riverside, California,
were presented with the Distinguished
Humanitarian Award during the LLU
School of Medicine ceremony.
In addition to their support for Loma
Linda University Children’s Hospital,
the Kienles volunteer for non-profit organizations including the American Heart
Association, Parkview Hospital, the
Sharon Roberts Cancer Foundation, and
Riverside Community Hospital.
During the past two decades, the
Kienles have held an annual golf tournament, the Walter’s Children’s Charity
Classic, which has raised nearly $4
million for a broad spectrum of needs at
LLU Children’s Hospital.
The classic served as inspiration for
the creation of the Champions for Children program, recognizing individuals
in the region who have a passion for
helping children. The Kienles were the
first champions named. The program
has grown over the years and resulted in

more than $12 million raised for LLU
Children’s Hospital.
Stater Bros. Charities and Stater
Bros. Markets have raised nearly $4.6
million over the past decade to support
Loma Linda University Health. Nancy
Negrette, executive director of Stater
Bros. Charities, was on hand to accept
the Distinguished Humanitarian Award
on behalf of Stater Bros. during the LLU
School of Medicine commencement.
Stater Bros. support includes:
Specialty Team Center lobby renovation; a movie-themed activity center
for hospital-bound children; a mobile
fun center with gaming systems; LLU
Cancer Center funding of more than
$1.5 million through the annual Stater
Bros. Charities and Inland Women
Fighting Cancer Believe Walk, which
began in 2008; LLU Children’s Hospital annual gala sponsorship; project
partnerships with Big Hearts for Little
Hearts Guild since 2003; a partnership with KFRG in the K-Froggers
for Kids Radiothon, which has raised
more than $5.3 million since 2003;
presenting sponsor for KOLA Cares
for Kids Radiothon, helping to raise
more than $160,000 for LLU Children’s Hospital transport team; and 50
sleeper chairs for the pediatric hematology and oncology unit.

William Johnsson, center, receives
the Doctor of Humane Letters.
Assisting him in the hooding are
Hart, right, and Carter, left.

Steve and Cathy Kienle received the
Distinguished Humanitarian Award
in recognition of their support for
LLU Children’s Hospital.

Nancy Negrette, executive director
of Stater Bros. Charities, accepts the
Distinguished Humanitarian Award
from Hart on behalf of Stater Bros.
Charities and Stater Bros. Markets.

School of Theology at Spicer.
In 1975, Johnsson relocated to Andrews
University, where he served as professor of
New Testament theology and exegesis,
and associate dean of the seminary.
In 1980, Johnsson joined the staff of

Continued from previous page

the Adventist Review. After two years
as associate editor, he became editorin-chief and then executive publisher.
In 2005, he became founding editor of
Adventist World.
Two years later, he retired from the
Adventist Review and accepted the role

Lamont Murdoch, right, receives
congratulations from Hadley, left,
and Hart, center, after being named
LLU Alumnus of the Year.

Mark Hubbard, right, listens with
Hart, center, and Ronald Dailey, PhD,
dean of the School of Dentistry, as
the citation for the University Distinguished Service Award is read.
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Becker’s Hospital Review names senior vice
president of finance among ‘150 hospital and
health system CFOs to know in 2016’
By Susan Onuma

L

oma Linda University Health
Senior Vice President (SVP) of
Finance Angela Lalas, MBA, has
been recognized as one of 2016’s “150
hospital and health system CFOs to
know” by Becker’s Hospital Review.
A leading publication highlighting
business, legal news, and analysis for
the hospital industry, Becker’s Hospital Review recognized in its latest issue
the top financial leaders of hospitals and
health systems across the country.
“These fiscal-minded leaders help their
organizations navigate the challenging
changes in health care reimbursement
and keep the ship afloat in a time of financial uncertainty for many,” the statement
in Becker’s Hospital Review read.
“Becker’s Hospital Review previously published versions of this list in
2011, 2013, 2014, and 2015. Leaders
were selected for this list based on
editorial research and discretion.
Nominations were also considered
when making selections for this list
[which] featured financial leaders from
the country’s prominent for- and nonprofit hospitals and health systems,”
the statement continued.
“Having our senior vice president of
finance be recognized as one of ‘150 hospital and health system CFOs to know’
is a point of pride for our institution,”
said Richard Hart, MD, DrPH, president of Loma Linda University Health.
“Angela truly exemplifies leadership, compassion, and professionalism
in everything she does. In these times
of financial challenges and uncertainty
in the health care environment, we are
blessed to have her leadership” he added.
Kerry Heinrich, JD, CEO, Loma
Linda University Medical Center
and executive vice president of hospital affairs for Loma Linda University
Health, said, “I want to extend my
personal congratulations to Angela for
having received this honor. Angela’s

PET production
and research
facility …
Continued from page 3

capability includes pre-clinical use and
clinical trials. This month, equipment
for purification of the agents manufactured in the radiochemistry lab will be
installed—the last element required for
human subject clinical trials to begin.
Barbara Holshouser, PhD, medical
physicist and director of the LLU
Center for Imaging Research said,
“The Center will act as a core facility
to provide radiochemistry and imaging
expertise to researchers and clinicians
at LLU and their collaborators who
want to conduct basic science research
and clinical trials using molecular
imaging and therapy agents.”
Holshouser continues, “Molecular
medicine is the future of medicine that
personalizes clinical care by characterizing specific disease processes at the
cellular level in individual patients. For
example, there are molecular imaging
agents designed to target specific
cancers such as prostate or breast cancer
for enhanced detection of metastatic
Continued on page 7

leadership and commitment to this
organization has been exemplary, and
she is an invaluable asset.”
“I am deeply honored by this recognition, because I believe this is a
testament to the commitment and
teamwork of everyone at Loma Linda
University Health to provide fiscally
responsible world-class care, education,
and research,” Lalas said.
In her current role as senior vice
president of finance for Loma Linda University Health, Lalas oversees financial
operations for the six hospitals within the
system, including analysis and reporting

for Loma Linda University Medical
Center and its affiliates.
Before taking on her current role in
2015, she was vice president of finance
for the system.
Lalas earned her MBA from Claremont Graduate University and her
undergraduate degree in accountancy
from Adventist University of the Philippines. She is a licensed CPA in California.
Lalas is married to Serafin T. Lalas Jr.,
MD, and they have two children—Anna
Sophia and Serafin Alexander III.
The family lives in Loma Linda,
California.

Senior Vice President of Finance
Angela Lalas was named by Becker’s Hospital Review as one of this
year’s “150 hospital and health
system CFOs to know.”

7

June 2016

Reading day camp to take place in July
is holding an intensive phonological
awareness and literacy day camp July 18
through July 29.
The program is designed for incoming kindergarten through third-grade

By Heather Reifsnyder

T

he School of Allied Health Professions department of communication sciences and disorders

students who are either having difficulty in beginning reading and language
or who are at-risk for difficulty with
reading and language.
“Participants will have fun while
focusing on the building blocks of
reading: literature awareness, syllable awareness, rhyme awareness,
segmenting, and blending,” says Jennifer St. Clair, MS, assistant professor and

TODAY

director of clinical education, department of communication sciences and
disorders.
The cost is $90 per child for the twoweek-long camp.
Register online at campscui.active.
com/orgs/LomaLindaUniversity.
Morning sessions run from 9 a.m. to
noon, with afternoon sessions taking
place from 1 to 4 p.m.
For additional information, email
jstclair@llu.edu.

New patient parking structure
opens for patients …
Continued from page 8

The camp is for children who have difficulty with reading and language.

patient/visitor drop-off/pickup and for
valet parking services.
With the return of self-parking,
visitors using the valet service will be
charged a fee.
Valet services are now available only
during specific hours:

 Monday to Thursday, 6:30 a.m. to
6:30 p.m.
 Friday, 6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Employees should remember that
the front entrance driveway and the new
parking structure are for patients, visitors and valet services only.

Another Emmy® win for
advancement films
By Briana Pastorino

Beginning,” features the Maternal Fetal
Medicine Center and neonatal intensive care unit at Loma Linda University
Children’s Hospital.
After an unexpected pregnancy,
Janett and Gian found out their baby
boy would be born with a life-threatening condition called gastroschisis, a birth
defect in which the intestines are outside
of the body. Without immediate medical
treatment, Baby Theodore’s life would
have been in danger as soon as he was
born. Gastroschisis happens twice as
often in California’s Inland Empire, and
researchers at Loma Linda are working
to find out why.
The episode follows the journey of a
young family, whose bond grows stronger during its biggest life challenge,

L

oma Linda University Health
advancement films earned, once
again, the highest honor in the
television industry—the Emmy®.
The National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences awarded “Life
on the Line” its first Emmy® Award in
the category of health/science program
at the 42nd Annual Pacific Southwest
Emmy Awards over the weekend in
Rancho Mirage.
Produced by advancement films,
the documentary television series gives
viewers an inspiring look into the resilience of humankind as it brings Loma
Linda University Health’s mission to life.
The winning episode, “Rough

PET production and research facility …
(DOD)-funded study. Several DOD
grants amounting to millions of dollars
provided the funds for Loma Linda to
purchase a cyclotron and other equipment. Additional studies will involve
Alzheimer research, and the Loma Linda
University Center for Imaging Research
will continue to apply for research grants
and participate in clinical trials.
“Loma Linda University Center for
Imaging Research is registered with the
Clinical Trials Network of the Society

Continued from page 6

lesions. Once the lesions are visualized,
we can use molecular therapies designed
to target and deliver localized radiation
to the metastatic lesions. This one day
may diminish the need for more toxic
treatments such as chemotherapies or
large area radiation.”
The first LLU project will be to finish
the current study underway on neuropathic pain in patients with spinal
cord injury, a Department of Defense

Reportable Crimes
The Crime Awareness and Campus Security Act of 1990 requires colleges
and universities across the United States to publish interim reports on campus
crime activities. Listed below are the crimes reported for Loma Linda University
Health for the month of May 2016.
Type of Crime

Number of Crimes

Burglary Motor Vehicle
4
		

Place of Crime

Lot C; North Parking Structure (2);
Outpatient Rehabilitation

Auto Theft

2

Prince Hall; Drayson Center

Assault/Battery

2

Lot C; Medical Center

Fire

1

Professional Plaza

Trespassing

1

Medical Center

You can assist the Loma Linda University Health department of security in
maintaining a safe and secure environment by notifying security immediately at
extension 9-1-1 if you see or know about a crime taking place.

Members of the advancement films team share their Emmys ® with the
neonatal intensive care unit and Maternal Fetal Medicine Center teams
who partnered with them for the Emmy® Award-winning episode, “Rough
Beginning,” telling the story of Baby Theodore.

and the doctors and nurses who pull
together with the hope of giving Theodore a future.
This recent win brings the film team’s

total Emmy® count to 13.
The advancement films team is in
production of season 3 of “Life on the
Line,” scheduled to air winter 2016.

of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular
Imaging. LLU is one of a select number
of sites on the West Coast with the
capability for production of PET radiopharmaceuticals as well as imaging
capabilities that will provide numerous
research opportunities in all disciplines,”
said Holshouser.
Another component of the new
facility is the radiopharmacy and commercial manufacturing operation run by
Siemens’ PETNET Solutions. Through
this facility, PETNET Solutions
supplies clinical doses of radiopharmaceuticals to aid in the diagnosis of cancer
and other diseases.
Biomarkers produced by Siemens’
PETNET Solutions are also supplied
to researchers interested in investigating
new applications or to use as screening
tools in support of the clinical trials of
therapeutics.
Clinical doses are generated daily on
customer demand due to the short life
of the products. They are shipped in
the early morning throughout Southern California, arriving in hospitals
and imaging centers in time to enable
patient scanning.
Barry Scott, head of Siemens’
PETNET Solutions, commented, “We
are very proud of this high-capacity,
versatile facility which will enable us to
produce a wide range of biomarkers to
serve patient needs. The collaboration
with Loma Linda University Health is
a perfect synergy, where we are able to
supply clinical products today and LLU

is able to conduct research to answer
health care challenges through imaging.
Siemens’ PETNET Solutions’ expertise
in cyclotron operations and GMP production are of benefit to both efforts,
which makes for an efficient use of
resources. This site is an important part
of our network to ensure we can meet
the radiopharmaceutical demand in
Southern California.”
Siemens’ PETNET Solutions provides the maintenance and operation
of both cyclotrons and supplies Loma
Linda University researchers with
clinical doses of specific agents on an
as-needed basis. These products are frequently very short-lived—they must be
made on site and just in time to support
LLU research—while others can be distributed regionally.
Groundbreaking for the facility took
place in January 2014. Construction
was completed in February 2015, followed by a rigorous process of validation,
qualification, inspection, and licensing
to ensure the highest quality and compliance with the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration and state requirements.
Siemens’ PETNET Solutions shipped
the first clinical dose from the center on
September 17, 2015.
Siemens’ PETNET Solutions, Inc.
is a wholly owned subsidiary of Siemens
Medical Solutions USA, Inc., and operates 46 production locations worldwide.
The facility at Loma Linda University is
the fifth Siemens’ PETNET Solutions
site in California.

TODAY

8

June 2016

Employees line up to sign banners of support for two
Florida hospitals in the aftermath of tragic shooting
By James Ponder and Susan Onuma

I

n the aftermath of the tragic shooting that look the lives of 49 people
at a night club in Orlando, Florida,
employees of Loma Linda University
Medical Center (LLUMC) lined up to
write messages of support to their counterparts at the two hospitals where the
53 individuals wounded in the attack
are being treated.
Almost as soon as the attacks
were reported in the media, LLUMC
officials began planning how they
might best show their support to the
leaders and staff members at Orlando
Regional Medical Center and Florida
Hospital Orlando.
“At that time,” Kerry Heinrich,
JD, CEO, noted in a June 15 memo to
LLUMC employees, “we instinctively
knew that we could not miss the opportunity to offer our prayers, our emotional
support and encouragement, and offer
the lessons learned in our response to
the San Bernardino event to another
medical facility whose staff would be
called into service.”

The Loma Linda University Health family remembers the moments of
terror in San Bernardino. In an outpouring of support, employees are
signing multiple banners to send to Florida Hospital Orlando and Orlando
Regional Medical Center—the two main hospitals involved in receiving
the wounded in the aftermath of the June 12 mass shooting in Orlando.

Heinrich referred to the December
2, 2015, shooting that thrust LLUMC
to the forefront of global attention
when survivors of that attack were
brought here for treatment. Calling the

New patient parking structure
opens for patients
By Briana Pastorino

T

he new patient parking structure opened to the public on
Monday, June 6.
Patients and visitors need to keep

the following information in mind as
they approach Loma Linda University
Medical Center and Children’s Hospital.
To reach the new parking structure from the current hospital main
entrance on Anderson and Prospect,

outpouring of support from other health
care organizations and local businesses
during that event “incredible,” he added
“we were so moved by the quiet acts of
fraternity, compassion, and support
visitors should continue south on
Anderson to Barton Road, turn right
on Barton Road, proceed to the first
traffic signal, turn right on Campus
Street, then turn right into the parking
structure entrance.
The new structure has 745 spaces
covering six levels of parking. Handicapped parking includes 12 Americans
with Disabilities (ADA) spaces, three
van ADA spaces, and one ADA electric vehicle charging space. There are
10 electric vehicle charging spaces available. The building includes a waiting

that were extended to us, we wanted to
respond in kind to others who we knew
were going through similar emotions
and turmoil.”
In responding to the Orlando massacre, the LLUMC emergency department
sent food to the staff of Orlando
Regional Medical Center. Heinrich
noted that “they were extremely grateful
for this gift.” He also said a food gift was
offered to the staff of Florida Hospital
Orlando that was declined, but added
that the staff was very appreciative of
the gesture.
The heart of the LLUMC response was
the presentation of two large banners with
notes of support and encouragement from
staff members—one for each of the two
Orlando hospitals. Heinrich called the
banners symbols of “love, prayers, support,
and caring,” and said they are reminiscent
of one sent to LLUMC by the staff of The
Medical Center of Aurora, the hospital
where victims of a mass shooting in that
Colorado city were treated.
“It was deeply meaningful to us, and
for that reason we decided to do something similar,” he concluded.
area for patients, two restrooms, and
two elevators.
Upon exiting the parking structure,
visitors will find greeters and hospitality
services staff stationed along a temporary
pathway who will assist with wayfinding
to the Medical Center and Children’s
Hospital entrances, and provide information. This access pathway will serve on
a temporary basis until construction of
the grand hallway entrance is completed.
The current front entrance road will
remain open, which previously served as
Continued on page 7
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The new patient parking structure, on the corner of Barton Road and
Campus Street, is now fully operational and being used by patients.

Employees honored during
employee recognition banquets
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Loma Linda University Drayson Center showed its elegant side during a
series of banquets honoring Loma Linda University Health employees.
Beginning with the year following their fifth year of service, employees celebrating five-year milestones were honored during the banquets. Themed
“The Canvas of Your Legacy,” the banquets took place in early June.
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